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November 18, 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 

Thank You Mr. Tapp, Master Sergeant Ohemsen, Sergeant Killian and Lieutenant Colonel 

Callahan  

On Veterans Day the T.I.S. Community held a special Veterans Day Assembly. The student run 

assembly provided the audience with the opportunity to sing a number of patriotic songs, listen 

to the fifth grade band perform as well as to learn some background information on Veterans 

Day. The highlight of the assembly was hearing from our two guest speakers, Air Force Master 

Sergeant Oehmsen, Sergeant First Class Killian, Lieutenant Colonel Callahan, Marine Corps 

veteran and Tolland Veterans Recognition Commission Chair, Mr. Richard Tapp. All of our 

guests spoke of their experiences serving in the military, some of the sacrifices they’ve made in 

order to serve our country, as well as the honor of serving. Thanks to our Veterans Day speakers 

and our fifth grade student assembly emcees, Grace and Bray for doing such a terrific job 

running the assembly.  

 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


 

     



Veterans Day Hero Biographies 

All Tolland Intermediate School students had the opportunity to write about a family member or 

family friend who has served in the military. In addition students were also given the opportunity 

to write a note of thanks to a veteran.   The My Veterans Day Hero biographies and Thank You 

notes were hung in front of the office as part of T.I.S. Veterans Day recognition. 

 

 

 



 

Friday Morning Video Announcements 

The first edition of our Friday morning video announcements was recently aired to the entire 

T.I.S. Community. Members of the T.I.S. Technology Club produce our weekly video 

announcements. All homerooms have the capability to air the announcements on classroom 

SMARTBoards. Any student may be selected to star in a video announcement segment. Students 

are selected through our weekly HAWK Card drawings.  

 

WIN Block at Tolland Intermediate School  

All students recently had the opportunity to participate in WIN Block classes. WIN Block 

is a monthly feature in which students are assigned to an enrichment class taught by our 

unified arts staff and our intervention staff. The 45-minute classes will be held monthly 

on early release days. Students will rotate through most classes once per month. The 

following classes are offered in the WIN Block:  

 

 

 

 



Library Makerspace 

Unique Math 

Third grade  - Musical Dance  Around the World 
Fourth and Fifth – Totally Awesome Music Technology   

Rockin' Reading 

Up and Moving Physical Education 

Math Madness 

Awesome Art 

Magnificent Music 

Readers Theater 

Cool Guidance 

  

 

Classroom Spotlight 

 

These pictures are from a science lab in which Mrs. Hurley’s students used a stream table 

to explore soil erosion and deposition. 

    

 

 

TIS Rotation Calendar 

Our Unified Arts/Specials rotational calendar is available on the school webpage at the 

following address: 



http://tis.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/UA%20ROTATION%20

CALENDAR%20FOR%20WEBSITE%2019-20.pdf 

The calendar, along with the specials schedule listed on teacher webpages will provide 

information needed to be aware of your child’s weekly specials.   

 

  

http://tis.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/UA%20ROTATION%20CALENDAR%20FOR%20WEBSITE%2019-20.pdf
http://tis.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/UA%20ROTATION%20CALENDAR%20FOR%20WEBSITE%2019-20.pdf


FUN IN MATH 

Session 1 of Math Intervention in the Math lab has ended.  Kids had a great time 

learning new strategies and using new manipulatives.  Linear units and Rekenreks were two 

of the highlights of this session.  Students used the splitting strategy and number lines to 

solve addition and subtraction problems.  Students working on multiplication used the 

associative property and area models to solve their problems. All students showed 

tremendous progress on the skill they were working on this session.  We are analyzing and 

evaluating current student data to form new groups for Session 2 of Math Intervention. 

If your child requires Math intervention in Session 2, you will be notified.  

This month many students participated in a special WIN day in both Math labs on 

November 6.  Activities included playing the game Reject to develop place value 

understanding or practicing math fact fluency with Jenga, Candyland, and Power Towers.  

By adapting these common games, students were able to practice math and have fun too! 

 

 

Here are some exciting updates for math fact fluency from Reflex as of November 

1st. 

3rd grade has solved 500, 000 math facts and had 1, 520 green light days! 

4th grade has solved 300,000 math facts and had 1, 417 green light days! 

5th grade has solved 500, 000 math facts and had 1,950 green light days! 

 

As a whole school, we have solved 1,300,000 math facts and have had 4, 887 green 

light days!  



Keep on the lookout for Reflex updates on the bulletin board outside of the upstairs math 

lab. 

Encourage your students to get their green light at least 3 times a week on Reflex and 

let’s see how many facts we can solve and green light days we can have on December 1st! 

 

 

 

 

  



Raising Readers Part 3:  Stepping Away from the 
Screen: Make a Plan to Limit Screen Time. 
 

We, as educators know that parents are the chief factor in creating lifelong readers. 
Remember, “we teach them how, you make them want to” ? We also are very much 
aware that books have a hard time competing with all those screens...TV, video games, 
computer.  When it comes to making a place for reading as a choice and habit in 
children’s lives, we need to start sooner rather than later.  
 

Information abounds on the dangers of too much screen time. The short list includes: 
decreased attention and memory, serotonin addiction, decreased empathy and social 
isolation, continuous skimming versus actual reading, being bathed in a continuous 
flight or fight response, the acquisition of less background knowledge and vocabulary 
for comprehension and a low tolerance for boredom, just for starters… (Wolf, 2019) 
 

What to do? More words of wisdom from Willingham: Raising Kids Who Read (p. 68) 
who says, “You need a two-pronged strategy to keep limiting screen time under 
control: setting limits and promoting independence.”  
 

Tip # 3 Make a plan, and... the sooner, the better. It’s much easier to have 
established routines and boundaries in place as they grow than have to change and re-
establish when they’re teenagers. The average media exposure for kids from ages 8-18 
is 7 hours a day; approaching 11 in their teens! 
 

Set a minutes per day time limit. You could let your child choose the time of day as 
long as it works for you. A few hours before bedtime is best. 
 

Make the video/computer screen time a regular time rather than “three hours per 
week”. This makes it easier to track and cuts down on the “negotiation” when time’s up. 
“Five o’clock, screen off.” 
 

Don’t put a television or computer in your child’s bedroom or a DVD player in 
your car (and if you have one, only use it on really long trips). Play audiobooks 
instead so that kids build vocabulary and visualization skills and there’s more 
active thinking involved. 
 

Institute quiet time. This may take some effort and time in the beginning. You may 
need to train and include younger children in activities that are easier and faster to do 
on your own; gradually weaning them with brief check ins to build independence. 
Warning: there will be boredom moaning. 
 

Stick to your guns and ignore the whining! Your child’s brain will thank you. 
 

 



Glow Kids: How Screen Addiction is Hijacking Our Kids-and How to Break the 
Trance by Nicholas Kardaras, Ph.d (addiction expert) 
The Hacking of the American Mind by Robert Lustig, MD 

Reader, Come Home: The Reading Brain in a Digital World by Maryanne Wolf 
 

 



 



 

 

 

  





 

Retake / Absentee Day 

December 4, 2019 

 Who Should Go on Absentee/Retake Day: 
 Any student not satisfied with the original portrait - Return your 

complete portrait package to the photographer on retake day. 
 Any student who was absent on the original day 
 Any student who did not purchase on the original day and would 

like to purchase a package.  Order forms are available in the 
school office one week prior to retake day. 

 Or online at mylifetouch.com   picture id:    RI239049Q1 
 

Any questions, please contact  cmorrow@lifetouch.com or  203-937-2364 ext. 

72367 

 

  

http://mylifetouch.com/
mailto:cmorrow@lifetouch.com


PLEASE DONATE: 
 

HAT & MITTEN DRIVE 
 

 

 
 

 
When: November 4 - December 17 
 

What:  NEW Winter Hats, Mittens, Socks & Scarves 

 

Where:   Donation boxes can be found in the main offices at  

Birch Grove Primary and Tolland Intermediate School 
 

Who:  All items will be donated to children in foster care and 

children in the Adopted Family Program through “From 

the Heart” 

 

Questions: Email Emma Tremblay: 

emmatremblay53613@tolland.k12.ct.us 

 
 
 

mailto:emmatremblay53613@tolland.k12.ct.us


HELP WANTED 

 

 

Food & Nutrition Services has openings for substitutes 

for this school year with the potential to move into a 

permanent part-time position.  Join our team in serving 

nutritious healthy meals to our students and work only 

while your children are in school! 

 

If interested, please contact Kim at 

kmecteau@tolland.k12.ct.us or 860-870-6854, Ext 1. 

mailto:kmecteau@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

 

 

PJ Day-December 13, 2019 

Tolland Public Schools 

 

Click below to donate or bring $1.00 to school on December 13 to wear your 

pajamas to school! 

 

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?team_id=

2591&pg=team&fr_id=1250 

 

 

 

  

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?team_id=2591&pg=team&fr_id=1250
http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?team_id=2591&pg=team&fr_id=1250


 

Grade 5 

Recess Chorus 

Meets Day 4 

 
 

And Grade 5 Chorus also meets every 

Wednesday Morning at 8:00 am 

 

9/20 9/27 10/3 10/9 10/15 10/21 11/1 11/7 11/13 11/19 

Friday Friday Thursday Wednesday Tuesday Monday Friday Thursday Wednesday Tuesday 



  

 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2019-2020 

 

  September 18, 2019   February 12, 2020  

  October 9, 2019    March 25, 2020 

  November 13, 2019   No April meeting 

  No December meeting   May 13, 2020 

  January 15, 2020     

 

(all meetings begin at 9:15 a.m.) 

  



 



 

 

Tolland Elementary Schools 
Parent Teacher Organization 

 

2019-2020 
TEPTO Monthly Meetings 

 
All meetings are on Mondays at 7pm in the Library 

 
 September 9th     TIS 
 October 7th     Birch Grove 
 November 4th     TIS 
 December 2nd     Birch Grove 
 February 3rd     TIS 
 March 2nd     Birch Grove 
 April 6th      Birch Grove 
 May 4th      Birch Grove 
 June 1st      TIS 
 

2019-2020 Executive Board 
President: Jennifer Gallichant 

BG Vice President: Bethany Lescoe     TIS Vice President: Tina Smith 
Treasurer: Linda Scheidel     Membership: Rebecca Moore    Communications: Diana Gascon 

Secretary: Jenn Reynolds     Ways & Means: Kristen Overton 

 
 

 

 

            



       

All Star Bowling 2019-2020  

All Star Bowling is a bowling program for special needs bowlers and their peer buddies. Our 2019 season 

begins Thursday, December 12, 2019.  It will be held weekly on Thursdays from 5:00 – 6:00 PM at Spare 

Time Bowling in Vernon.   

 The cost for bowlers is $5.00 per week.  This includes bowling for an hour and shoe rental.  Bowlers age 

5 and up are welcome. The lanes are handicap accessible and bowling ramps are available.   

We need peer buddies to assist and cheer on our bowlers! Call or email Laurel Leibowitz with questions 

or to register. 

(860) 870-6750 ext. 30201 or leibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us  

 

  

  

  



 
Tolland Family Resource Center Playgroups and Special Events  

Save the Date: January 14 ~ Pre K Childcare Activity Fair 6:00-7:00 PM 

Playgroups *additional $25 fee for out of town participants 

 

 Monday: Morning Fun all ages with Miss Karen free* 9:00-10:00 AM TIS 

            10/7, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 11/25, 12/2, 12/9, 12/16               

 

Tuesday: FRC/Library Playgroup preschoolers and siblings 1000 Books B4K 10:15-11:15AM 

free      

9/10, 9/17,  9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26, 12/3, 12/10, 12/17  

Thursday: Artist in Me ages 3-6 1:30 - 3:00 PM  $ 67.00 session* must have 7 registered (drop 

in fee $12** if we have 7 registered) 

             10/10, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/21, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19  

                  Adelante Espanol grades K-5 3:20-4:30 PM $75 session K-5 BGP 

                                  TIS Students can be bussed to BGP 

            10/17, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/21, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19  

Friday: Babies, Toddlers, and Twos ages 0-3 9:00-10:30 AM $40 session* min. 7 (drop in fee 

$5**) 

             10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 11/8, 11/22, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20  

        **Drop ins welcome as long as program has at least 7 registered. 

 

 

                                      Fall Play and Learn Activities: 

Tolland Family Resource Center Program Registration Form 

 

Use a separate form for each child/program you are registering for. 

 



Please print this form, fill out, and mail with check for payment made payable to Tolland Board of 

Education to: 

Laurel Leibowitz 

The Tolland Family Resource Center 

Birch Grove Primary School 

247 Rhodes Road, Tolland, CT 06084 

lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us 

  

Date: ______________ Program registering for:_______________________________ 

 

Please include additional $25 yearly fee for out of town participants. 

 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_________________ Email:__________________________________________ 

 

With whom does child live? _______________________________________________ 

 

Primary language spoken at home?    ________________________________________ 

 

Have you participated in playgroups yet this year? _______ Siblings? (ages)_________ 

 

Child: __________________________ DOB: ____________ Age: ________    M / F 

 

Ethnicity: ______not Hispanic or Latino  _______Hispanic or Latino 

 

Race (Select one or more of the following): ___American Indian or Alaska Native 

___Asian ___Black or African American ___Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 

___White 

 

Any special needs or services? _____________________________________________ 

 

Please list any allergies___________________________________________________ 

 

Is your child fully immunized? Y/N       Does your child have medical insurance? Y/N 

 

Office use only:  date received _________   amount paid _________   check #________ 

mailto:lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 


